RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
SPECIAL MEETING TO CONSIDER PROPOSED CONSENT DECREE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021

The Fairfield Township Trustees held a Special Meeting to consider proposed consent decree Thursday, February 25, 2021 at the Fire Department, 6911 Gilmore Road, Fairfield Township, OH  45011 for conducting Township business. Meeting was called to order by Mrs. Berding, Trustee Chairperson, at 7:00 PM.
Motion made by Mrs. Berding, second by Mrs. Hartkemeyer to appoint Noelle Sizemore, Clerk Pro Tem.
YES – Mrs. Berding, Mr. McAbee, Mrs. Hartkemeyer
ROLL CALL:  Fiscal Officer, Noelle Sizemore, Clerk Pro Tem
ROLL CALL 

Mrs. Berding, Trustee Chairperson


Present


Mrs. Hartkemeyer, Trustee Vice Chairperson
Present

 


Mr. McAbee, Trustee




Present

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mrs. Berding – I’d like to give you a little background on this project.  The developer, MI Homes is proposing a $50 million Fairfield Twp. housing development.  This was unanimously rejected in December 2017 that would have allowed construction of 174 homes east of the Rentschler Estates subdivision and across from Greenlawn Road.
Residents of Rentschler Estates had opposed the original project, fearing worsening drainage and traffic issues along with concerns about the narrow lots showed on the plan, and lower property values.
MI Homes and others filed a civil suit against the trustees and the township in June 2019. The plaintiffs claim they have “exhausted all administrative remedies and/or any other administrative remedies or appeals would be too vain, futile, erroneous, or unusually expensive for the Plaintiffs-Realtors to pursue,” according to the lawsuit. 
The issues we are hearing are storm water run-off, traffic, lot sizes and property values.  Lot sizes are now comparable to Rentschler Estates with this new plan.  Housing prices will be approximately $400K.  ODOT & BCEO will handle traffic signals.   
Lawrence Barbiere Law Director I’m the law director for Fairfield Township and also the attorney defending the lawsuit that was filed.  We’ve been talking about these issues for a long time and we are trying to reach a resolution.  A township does have the right to zone a property.  But that right is limited because you as township residents have property rights granted to you by the constitution of the United States and the Ohio Constitution in your property.  Mr. Barbiere continues his discussion on types of property and what can be used for development.
Motion made by Mrs. Berding, second by Mrs. Hartkemeyer to open Public Hearing.

YES – Mrs. Hartkemeyer, Mr. McAbee, Mrs. Berding  

Mr. Brad Austing, Director of Acquisition for M/I Homes – It’s been a long journey and a long road for us.  We think it’s a great plan. We’ve upscaled the lots to match what is next to Rentschler Estates.  The base price for a single-family home begins at $388,995 for a 1,927 square foot home. It increases to $513,995 for the largest offering, at 3,852 square-feet.  The duplex base price ranges from $345,995 to 357,995 for a home ranging from 1,476 to 1,715 square feet.  Infrastructure work is likely to begin in the summer of 2022 with a four-to-six-year build out.
COMMUNICATIONS
Residents Who Spoke:
· David Sabloskey, 5456 Fox Glove Drive

· Alaric Fine, 3713 Conley Bottom Court

· Andrew Wilson

· Richard Harvey, 5536 Fox Glove Drive

· Howard Nugent, 3805 Hibiscus Drive

· Joel Bradburne, 3772 Conley Bottom Court

· Joe Wilson, 5349 Rentschler

· Mark & Angie Growell, 5489 Rentschler
· Mike Oler, 5545 Fox Glove Drive
Lawrence Barbiere Law Director – From a legal standpoint most of the things you have said are not issues going through zoning.  Zoning cannot determine the value of properties.  We cannot take care of traffic.  We cannot take care of water runoff and drainage.  We cannot take care of building materials.  Those are all legal issues that from the township standpoint they cannot take care of through zoning.  But the way the trustees are trying to take care of them to ease all of your concerns is through the settlement of the zoning case and through the consent decree.  We cannot address them through litigation.  So, if this case doesn’t settle and we don’t get a consent decree those issues will never be addressed.  
Motion to close Public Hearing made by Mrs. Berding, second by Mrs. Hartkemeyer.
YES – Mrs. Hartkemeyer, Mr. McAbee, Mrs. Berding  
Motion to approve the Consent Decree with MI homes with two add-ons as discussed by Mr. Barbiere made by Mr. McAbee, second by Mrs. Hartkemeyer.
YES – Mrs. Hartkemeyer, Mr. McAbee, Mrs. Berding  
BOARD COMMENTS

Mrs. Hartkemeyer - We’ve come a long way with this project.  I think it’s a better project than we had two years ago.  I like the upgrades that have been done. 
Mr. McAbee – This is the first time I’ve voted in favor of any project that included multi-family housing since Walden Ponds was developed. This is important to all of us.   
Motion to adjourn made by Mrs. Berding, second by Mrs. Hartkemeyer.
YES – Mrs. Hartkemeyer, Mr. McAbee, Mrs. Berding  
President declares meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM.

Minutes submitted by:

__________________________

Shelly Schultz, Fiscal Officer

________________________________

Susan Berding, Trustee Chairperson

________________________________

Shannon Hartkemeyer, Trustee Vice Chairperson
________________________________

Joe McAbee, Trustee
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